Best practices for pollution reduction:

SEMENYIH RIVER POLLUTION
MONITORING (WATER QUALITY)

Applicant: Pertubuhan Gagasan Prihatin Semenyih

Stakeholders: Local communities in the areas of Selangor
(especially Semenyih), SPAN, Lembaga Urus Air Selangor (LUAS) and
Department of Irrigation and Drainage (DID) Selangor.

BACKGROUND

Semenyih River Pollution Monitoring is conducted as a continuation
of Pertubuhan Gagasan Prihatin Semenyih’s (GPS) clean-water-crisis
related works started 3 years ago. Clean water crisis in Selangor are
mainly caused by river pollutions causing not enough clean water
supply for millions of users. Disruption of clean water supply has
affected local communities to have access on clean water and
resulted in water rationing. Hence, this project aims to increase
awareness about the importance of water resource management
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Project Location: Semenyih, Selangor.

Project Duration: Mar - Aug 2017

OBJECTIVES

e project aims to increase
awareness among local community
about the importance of conserving
rivers for future generations;
implement capacity building
activities to protect Semenyih River
from pollutions and illegal activities;
and monitor Semenyih River from

encroachment and illegal activities.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Established a monitoring group
(GPS) to monitor Semenyih River on
monthly basis;

especially river monitoring.

In effort of keeping Semenyih River clean, GPS has to be supported
by relevant partners since GPS does not have expertise in keeping
the river clean. Hence, GPS has partnered with Global Environment
Centre (GEC) to tap into its environmental expertise as well as to
receive fund through National River Care Fund on conducting the
activities. This partnership and fund allows GPS to further enhance
their efforts in raising awareness among local communities and
students taking proper steps of combating river pollution and

monitoring the quality of Semenyih River.
Organised bi-weekly water quality

testing at Semenyih River;

ACTIVITIES

Key activities of the project are RIVER Ranger training, monthly
monitoring of the river and pollution mapping.

Local community gains knowledge
in conducting water quality testing
using basic parameters;

Established networking with the
mainstream media to report on
events such as river pollutions and
illegal activities; and

Established smart partnership with
relevant government agencies such
as Department of Irrigation and
Drainage (DID), Department of
Environmental (DOE), Suruhanjaya
Perkhidmatan Air Negara (SPAN),
Lembaga Urus Air Selangor (LUAS).

River Monitoring:
Water Quality Testing

SHARING EXPERIENCE

AWARENESS, CAPACITY BUILDING AND COMMUNITY EMPOWERMENT

Raising awareness and building capacity are two important elements to create
sense of ownership and responsibility among local community to conserve and
protect the environment. These two elements will empower the local community
to take the necessary action. In the case of GPS, RIVER Ranger training was given
to equip them the necessary knowledge and skills such as river auditing to monitor
water quality and river health of Semenyih River and pollution mapping to identify
pollution source. As the result, GPS is actively monitoring health of the river.

SMART PARTNERSHIP

Collaborations and partnerships with stakeholders and NGOs are important
because their participation and support have the potential to influence outcomes.
GPS has shown that they are able to complement government agency i.e. SPAN
preventing river pollution.

MEDIA ENGAGEMENT

The project has empowered the community to establish networking and work
closely with media to effectively notify the responsible agencies to take actions
immediately. As the result, the community efforts have been highlighted several
times on print and broadcast media. For instance, GPS received good media
coverage on its effort in preventing the river pollution by identifying sewerage
leakage at a retention pond that flows into Semenyih River. The issue was rectified
immediately a day after. List of media coverages (print and broadcast) as follows

¢ GPS bantu selamatkan Sungai Semenyih, Utusan Malaysia, Mac 30, 2017
e Komuniti: 50 Sertai Bengkel Pelihara Sungai, The Iman Tribute, Mac 26, 2017

® Programme River Care Pantau Kualiti Air Sungai Semenyih, Utusan Malaysia, May 24, 2017

* NGO Pioneering Programme Monitoring Semenyih River for 6 Months — GEC provides Technical Input, China Press
e GPS and GEC - Bekerjasama Pantau Air Sungai Semenyih, RTM 1 Berita Nasional, June 4, 2017

e Sisa kumbahan cemari kolam tadahan, Berita Harian, July 3, 2017

* Sedia sistem proaktif, Harian Metro, July 3, 2017

¢ Sungai Semenyih Nyaris Tercemar, Kosmo,July 3, 2017

e Dark Ink Dirty Water Inflow, China Press, July 3, 2017

¢ Sungai Semenyih Nyaris Tercemar Lagi, Utusan Malaysia, 6 July 2017
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Healthy rivers for a healthier society



