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Keeping food waste out of our
rivers

BY WINCENT TAN

GAB Foundation's "Weorking Actively Through Education and Rehabilitation”
(WATER) preject with the GEC to rehabilitate Sungai Penchala and raise its water
quality level to a level of 2B (recreational use with body contact).

Preparation for the food waste segregation initiative began as early as 2015, with
an initial waste audit of 18 food operators, followed by a training session later the
same year to educate operators on wasie segregation, feod composting and
correct use of grease traps.

MBPJ Solid Waste Management and Fublic Sanitary Department assistant
director Nur Wahida Zakaria said the 552 stall operators were a strategic group,
and their participation was necessary in the effort to rehabilitate Sungai Penchala.

"Today's initiative is ancther step in Petaling Jaya's low-carbon city target, as solid
waste management is a vital part of ensuring a safe, clean and healthy
envircnment and community,” said Nur Wahida.

Stall operaters from the 552 morning market and hawker stalls opposite the
Seapark police station will also be given waste segregation bins.

Stall operator Othman Md sa said the segregation bins were a good idea,
although it would take a bit more effort to separate the food waste, which could
come up to more than 4kg a day.

"“We can still take the food waste ocut and turn it into fertiliser, then pass it on to an
agent or someene who can use it. It will just take a bit meore effort to separate it
from the plastics and other non-food waste,” said Othman.



